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search for microorganisms which produce antibiotic substances con-
tinues. Literally hundreds have been discovered, in fact, many are
known which have not been thoroughly tested. There is a natural
tendency to conclude that the antibiotic agents produced com-
mercially today are the superior ones. While this may be true at
present, one should always expect to learn of new superior agents
which will be produced from time to time.

So the search for antibiotic agents active against specific types
of bacteria, and especially for filtrable viruses, still goes on.

In this search it is well to keep the desirable properties of an
antibiotic for medical use constantly in mind. Florey, who con-
tributed so greatly to the early clinical application of penicillin,
lists these desirable properties as follows:

1.  It must have a powerful action against some bacteria. It is
improbable that any of the weaker antibiotics, of which there are
many, will find a place as chemotherapeutic agents.

2.  It must have specificity of action. From a study of bacteria
affected has emerged the fact that the antibiotics possess in many
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